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WASHINGTON D C -- Continuing to meet its responsibi~ities of overseeing
opere.tions of the U.S. Department of AgriQllture, rrry Department Operations Subcommittee is
holding hearings on the cost of living. Our effort is directed particularly at trying to
pinpoint the elusive causes of the escalation in food prices.
I say "elusive" because time and again convincing evidence has shown that it is
not the original producer of our food supplies, the farmer, ~ho is benefiting from the high
prices that housewives must pay to fill their market bAskets. The farmer gets only 40 cents
from each dollar spent on food. Overall farm income has incre~sed only 11 percent in 20
years while their oper-ting costs have soered by 109 percent.
Why'? That is what we Are trying to find out. We hope to arrive at the facts by
hearing from all concerned with growing, processing and marketing food products. We are not
listening to just one side, for we need to get the overall picture.
* * *
LEAA -- That stands for the Lew Enforcement Assistance Administration, Which I
believe is doing an outstanding job in helping the Nation~-and our own State--to make
impressive gains in the war agaInst crime.
Recently I appeared before· a House Judiciary Subcommittee to urge that the pro-
gram be continued. LEAA has made it possible for our local and State agencies--police and
sheriffs' departments, courts, correctional agencies, and probation and parole systems--to
make desperately needed changes and improvements. bnd because of LEAA and its State
equivalent, the Texas Criminal Justice Council, we Are changing citizens apathy about
criminal justice to citizen involvement.
p..s I pointed out to the SUbcommittee, the latest FBI figures show that during
tbe first nine months of 1972 crime decreased in six large Texas cities--Austin, Corpus Christ
Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, and Lubbock. Statewide, also, crime has been slowed down.
Early in 1971 we registered our first statewide decrease in property crimes--burglary,
larceny, and auto theft.
Cities and counties in the 15th Congressional District have received $1 million
of the $100 million allocated to Texas by LEAA. The money has been used to make major
improvements in criminal justice.
Brownsville and McAllen law enforcement agencies have benefited greatly from the
new high-speed, statewide police teletype system. Before they got this system and the
teletype terminals, they were tremendously handicapped, for it took anywhere from 12 hours
to several days to send 'or receive a message. LEA~ paid for the installation of 290
terminals in Texas, plus training of law enforcement officers in operating them.
A number of other projects also have been started. Brownsville has hired a court
administrator in a program to improve court management. Rio Gr~nde City created, a youth
service bureau to reduce crime and delinquency, and a home for delinquent boys is opening
in that area. Throughout our District, we h-ve a number of new probation programs, projects
to improve police manogement, and efforts to reform court operations.
LEAA is firmly backed by the Nation's criminal justice associations, criminal
justice agencies, and employees of those agencies. I believe LEft~ also has the overwhelm-
ing support of our citizens in general, arxi I hope the program will be continued.
* * *
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL -- The blossoms, having arrived in Washington early, may
be gone, but the National Cherry Blossom Festival marches on from April 7 through April lq.
It will open with the largest annual parade in the Nation's Capital, with more than 50 hi~~
school bands from across the Nation, dozens of special ~rching units, equestrian teams and
clowns, and many gaily decorated floats.
It's sure to be a gala event. Our own Cherry Blossom Princess, Miss Penelope
Bullington Tower, daughter of Senator and Mrs John G Tower, will be right in there with the
other Princesses, end if the Wheel of Fortune spins the right way she might become Queen of
the Festival.
* * * *
SOUTH TEXAS BRAODCASTERS -- All visitors to Washington from the 15th District are
welcome at my office, and I was especially pleased to see several South Texans here for the
annual convention of the National Association of Broadcasters. From'KGBT at Harlingen came
McHenry Tichenor, Executive Vice President, and Mal Kassnoff. Earl Noel of Weslaco's
KRGV-TV was Also in Washington for the event, and so were Bob Hicks, formerly at the Radio
Station in Falfurrias, and Jim Phillips, formerly of KRIO, McAllen.
These gentlemen are outst-nding in the field of electronic communications. Their
stations perform a public service of great value to our area. And their attendance at the
NAB meeting is evidence that they are intent on keeping up with the latest developments in
the broadcasting industry.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME -- Visiting my office from home this week were:
Mr R R Tarver of San Benito; Mr Waldo Henderson, Jr, and Mr and Mrs Earl Noel of McAllen;
Miss Mary Galvan and Mr Mike Alvarez of Edinburg, both PreSidential Classroom stUdents;
Mr Hood Littlefield of Visalia, California, who graduated from high school in San Benito;
and Mr Homer Martinez, Jr, of Dallas, formerly of Hebbronville.
* * *
